Association Section Creates
Pro Bono Senior Clinic Proje

By Ellen G. Makofsky

Hundreds of older adults around
New York State received free legal
counsel on elder law-related issues
from members of the NYSBA Elder
Law Section as part of the Section’s
newly created pro bono senior clinic
project. The pro bono clinics
offered twice this past year in every
judicial district within the State and
were coordinated by the Elder Law
Section’s District Delegates. The
clinics were very successful from the
perspective of the seniors and that of
the participating attorneys.

The District Delegates worked hard
and had the ultimate responsibil-
ity for securing a location, recruiting
volunteer attorneys to staff the clin-
ics and publicizing the event to the
seniors within their District. Refining
the presentation of the clinics was an
ongoing process. There were many
conference calls between Delegates
and evaluations of the clinics as they
occurred. The Delegates’ hard work
was rewarded by the success of the
clinics and the satisfaction of knowing
that a valuable service was provided
to the seniors who attended.
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The premise of the project was
simple. The idea was to provide a
small cadre of Elder Law attorneys in
each District location who were avail-
able for face-to-face individual con-
sultations with seniors on issues that
concerned them. The NYSBA was
able to provide malpractice insurance
for the day to those attorneys who
participated in the event. The clinics
were promoted in local newspapers
with the help of the NYSBA’s Media
Services Department. Seniors were
for the most part required to pre-regis-
ter in order to participate. On the day
of the clinic, Elder Law attorneys were
seated at individual tables and pro-
vided 15- to 20-minute consultations
on basic issues. When a senior’s legal
problem was beyond the scope of the
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attorney’s knowledge or was too com-
plicated to solve within the allotted
time frame, the attorney directed the
senior to additional referral sources
for answers to his or her questions.
Many seniors have never met with
an attorney. Older adults often do not
know where to seek answers to very
basic legal questions. The pro bono
senior clinic project was designed to
help this segment of the population
and to provide good legal counsel
to those who sought it. The seniors
really appreciated the efforts of the
attorneys who volunteered and the
volunteer attorneys took pleasure and
satisfaction from participating in the
pro bono clinics. Plans are already
underway for a new series of senior
clinics in the fall of 2007.

Ms. Makofsky is Immediate Past Chair
of the Elder Law Section of the NYSBA
and is a member of the NYSBA's House
of Delegates. She is a partner in the law
firm of Raskin & Makofsky with offices in
Garden City, New York. The firm’s prac-
tice concentrates in elder law, estate plan-
ning and estate administration.
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